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Commissioned in honour of Philippa Straus for Suzi Digby and the ORA Singers

First Performance:      22 February 2018
                                   ORA
                                   Suzi Digby, conductor
                                   Manchester Cathedral
                                   Manchester, UK

Duration:                     c. 10 minutes

Anderson’s Magnificat has been recorded by ORA for future release on the Harmonia Mundi lable.

Composer’s note:

Magnificat is a tribute to the unaccompanied motets of favourite composers from several eras – in particular those
of Dufay, the Eton Choirbook, Robert Carver, Lassus and Bach. The work is therefore full of contrast in texture,
harmony, mood and pacing, and exploits the resources of unaccompanied chorus in a manner not only analogous
to those already mentioned but also to ensemble or orchestral writing. Naturally – given the sentiments of the text
– the mood is predominantly joyful and exuberant; but the darker implications of certain phrases in the text are
not ignored. Towards the end there is a big choral explosion on one of the traditional plainsong chants for the Mag-
nificat, before the work subsides into a coda of calm serenity. Magnificat was commissioned by the ORA choir.
It is dedicated to the French composer Betsy Jolas, in celebration of her 90th birthday, and in equal celebration of
our mutual love of many choral composers mentioned above.
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Magnificat anima mea Dominum.

Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.

Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae: 
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes 
generationes.

Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: 
et sanctum nomens eius.

Et misericordia eius a progenie in progenies 
timentibus eum.

Fecit potentiam in brachio suo: dispersit 
superbos mente cordis sui.

Deposuit potentes de sede: 
et exaltavit humiles.

Esurientes implevit bonis: 
et divites dimisit inanes.

Suscepit Israel, puerum suum, 
recordatus misericordiae suae.

Sicut locutus est ad patres nostros Abraham 
et semini ejus in saecula.

Gloria Patri, et Filio, 
et Spiritui Sancto,

Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper,
saecula saeculorum. Amen.

My soul doth magnify the Lord.

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call
me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me; 
and holy is His name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout 
all generations.

He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, 
and hath exalted the humble and the meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things and 
the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen
his servant Israel;

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham 
and his seed, for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Performance notes:

Divisi in 3
For small choirs, either one singer per part or selectively double one or more parts while preserving balance
between the parts. NB Bass divisi in 3 from bar 145 to bar 152: if there are four bass singers, place two on the
low F sharp, with the remainder of the chord sung by individual voices.

Consonants
In a few places, the exact rhythmic placing of consonants has been indicated. These are indicated by means of a
cross note, which is always tied to the preceding pitch, and notated at the same pitch as the last sung note. The
notation is the same whether the consonant is voiced or unvoiced, and in both cases the consonant should be with-
out precise pitch. This notation does not imply that the consonants should be stressed or exaggerated – it simply
indicates where in the bar they should be placed. The placing of consonants is otherwise left to the discretion of
the conductor.
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